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Enterprise Ireland Technology Gateway / Technology Centre Capital Call 2025
	
	Applications should be sent to 

GA-CapitalCall2025@enterprise-ireland.com
For queries please contact:
Mark Whelan
Tel: 061 777053
Email: Mark.Whelan@enterprise-ireland.com



	
	


Introduction

The purpose of this funding is to increase the levels of interaction between the Third Level Sector and industry in Ireland, so the intended outcomes should include but not be limited to:

· More companies engaging in R&D

· Pilot manufacturing capability for new product / process development

· Enhanced technology validation and testing capabilities

· Test bed generation for areas such as Digitalisation, Smart Manufacturing, Space, Semiconductors, Automation, Environmental monitoring and control and Sustainability

· Enhanced training potential for key industry staff on emerging technologies

To ensure the aims of the call are achieved all applications must clearly demonstrate sufficient industrial need and usage over the lifetime of the equipment to justify the level of funding sought. This should include at least 5 named companies who are likely to utilise the equipment within the first 18 months. The assessment panel will validate the industrial need by contacting the named company individuals listed in this application. 

A minimum score of 70% must be achieved against the Industrial Need category to be considered for funding. Applications that fail to meet this threshold will not be funded regardless of other scores. The scoring will be as follows:
· Industrial Need

40 marks

· Impact on Industry

30 marks

· Institutional Commitment
10 marks

· Industrial Track Record
20 marks

Eligibility Criteria

· The call is restricted to current members of the Technology Gateway and Technology Centre Programmes. 
· The successful proposal must demonstrate a significant industrial need for the equipment.
· The host institute must provide space for the equipment and confirm they will insure, service and maintain the equipment according to international standards and charge industry the full economic rates to recover these costs.
· Individual applications will be restricted to sums greater than €50,000 and less than €2million. Exceptional items will be considered above this value where they can be justified by showing a higher level of industrial need.

· In the case of the Technology Centres, it should be clear and obvious that the equipment sought is not part of the current business plan agreed with Enterprise Ireland and that the proposed equipment will allow for new areas of collaboration with industry.
If approved for funding, access to all equipment shall adhere to the National Principles for Access to Research Infrastructure. Public Procurement rules shall also apply. Enterprise Ireland reserve the right to audit the use of the equipment to ensure it is being used as outlined in this application. Eligible applicants will be restricted to a maximum of 3 applications each.

Ranking Criteria

All applications will be reviewed by a panel that will include external independent experts. The panel will review individual applications with a view to approving them for funding, or not. In a situation where the sum of approvals is greater than the available budget then the following criteria will be used to rank the successful applications.
· Impact on industry in Ireland 





30 marks

· Alignment with National Smart Specialisation Strategy 


30 marks

· Alignment with sectoral areas of interest to Enterprise Ireland and DETE

· e.g. AI, Sustainability, Life sciences, Space & Semiconductors
20 marks

· Criticality & Novelty of equipment in terms of current 


20 marks

availability within the Third Level Sector

The ranking list will stay valid until the 31st of December 2026 at Enterprise Ireland’s discretion to ensure that applications recommended for funding from this call don’t have to reapply to a call in 2026.
The prioritised list will be presented to the Enterprise Ireland Board for final approval.
Closing Date for Applications

The closing date for applications is 12pm (noon) on Thursday the 4th of September 2025. One signed electronic copy in MS Word format to be sent to GA-CapitalCall2025@enterprise-ireland.com to arrive before the closing date. Applications received after this time, or in another format, will not be eligible. 
All queries should be directed in writing to Mark.Whelan@Enterprise-Ireland.com to arrive no later than 5pm on Tuesday the 26th of August 2025.
Condition of Funding 

All funding awarded under this call in 2025 must be drawn down (with equipment installed and operational to the satisfaction of Enterprise Ireland) by the 31st of October 2027. Any costs incurred after that time will not be reimbursed by Enterprise Ireland.
Items recommended for funding, but not funded in 2025 will remain an on approved list for funding in 2026 where possible (with a corresponding end date in 2028).
Guidance on Definition of Capital

To guide assessors and applicants on eligibility, the Enterprise Ireland Capital Investment Initiative (CII) definition of Capital will apply. However, as the purpose of this call is different from the CII exceptions will be considered where a justification is provided that clearly demonstrates these criteria are not relevant. 

Where you are concerned about a particular item, please contact Mark Whelan in advance of your application to discuss.

Eligible Assets:

· New or second-hand equipment (previously used as a demonstration) including reasonable direct installation costs. Second hand equipment must be less than 2 years old. Refurbished equipment will be evaluated on a case by case basis by Enterprise Ireland Assessors.

Ineligible Assets:

· Expenditure on buildings, building modifications, mobile assets, transport and office equipment e.g. desks, chairs, filing cabinets, computers for administration, forklifts, cleanrooms, insulated panels and doors, refrigeration and building services. (This list is not exhaustive but reflects some of the key items that are not eligible).

· Software directly relevant to routine business activities such as payroll systems, accountancy packages. e.g. ERP and SAGE.

· Software licences or Software as a Service
· Consultancy

· If any expenditure is incurred before contract approval, the entire project will be ineligible for support. This includes the payment of deposits or where contracts are entered into by the applicant company.

· Investment in training not directly related to use of the equipment and salaries.
SECTION 1 Name & Contact Details
For Office Use Only     
CE-2025-                   .             
	Applicant Institution(s)
& Research Centre
	

	Application Title
	

	Contact (s)

	

	Position(s)

	

	Address


	

	Contact E-mail
	

	Contact Telephone
	
	Mobile
	

	Signature of Vice President of Research or Equivalent
	
	Date:
	

	Signature of Head of Gateway / Centre 
	
	Date:
	

	Signature of Head of Finance 
	
	Date
	


Where you wish individual items to be considered separately, please use separate application form(s) 
If approved for funding under this application the host confirms that it will: 
· Provide necessary space for equipment, maintain and service equipment as required by conditions of manufacturer warranty.
· List items of equipment on a national database of Research Equipment as and when the database is available.
· Adopt the national Principles for access to research infrastructure as issued by the 
HEA:http://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2017/09/NATIONAL-PRINCIPLES-FOR-ACCESS-TO-RESEARCH-INFRASTRUCTURE.pdf.
· Agree to list equipment and access principles on the institution’s website.
· Charge companies the full cost of using the equipment (e.g. power, insurance, personnel, materials etc) with a reasonable margin included.
Signature of Vice President / Equivalent: 

Resubmission Feedback Response
Is this a resubmission from a previous call? Yes / No (delete as appropriate).

If YES, please complete the following section.

	Summary of how feedback has been addressed

	Please list each the feedback points from previous application and comment on how they have been addressed in this new application.

	(Max 1 page - Verdana 10point)



Section 2 Proposed Capital Equipment
	Description of Equipment

	Please describe the suite / piece of equipment that is proposed under this application. 

· Where more than 1 piece of equipment is being proposed please demonstrate how and why each element is required as part of the whole suite of equipment.

· Don’t use Brand names or specific suppliers other than as examples of potential suppliers.  It is not good practice and defeats the tendering process.  Instead provide a description of the required equipment and its functionality.  


	(Max 2 pages - Verdana 10point)
Sample Text - to be deleted by applicant.
Description: The proposed capital equipment is a Nanoscratch tester. This is a device that will measure indentation and hardness properties of materials, typically softer than traditional metals (which require a microindentor). The device will characterise the material parameters as per industry standards at low loads (below 1 N), the threshold of microindentors. This standard is now being specified by OEMs as a test method for automotive and medical devices. The unit can also characterise coated parts while immersed in saline, mimicking in-service use.
Availability in Ireland: 
XXXX customers have requested scratch testing at low loads. This equipment is not available in Ireland. To date XXXX have to send samples for testing to the UK at £800 per day. XXXX staff have been trained to use this equipment in Oxford for future work in the UK. 

Standards: 
ASTM E384 ASTM G171 ASTM E2546 ASTM B933 ASTM D4065 ASTM D7187 ASTM C1624 ASTM D7027 ISO 14577 ISO 1518 ISO 20502 DIN EN 1071 DIN 50359 

Scratch Testing: 
Nanoscratch testing is a versatile tool for analysis of both thin films and bulk materials. It provides the capability to investigate modes of deformation and fracture that are not possible using standard indentation techniques. During the test, scratches are made on the sample with a sphero-conical stylus which is drawn at a constant speed across the sample, under a constant load, or, more commonly, a progressive load with a fixed loading rate. Sphero-conical styluses are available with different radii (which describes the “sharpness” of the stylus). Common radii are from 20 to 200m for micro/macro scratch tests, and 1 to 20m for nano scratch tests. 

When performing a progressive load test, the critical load is defined as the smallest load at which a recognizable failure occurs. In the case of a constant load test, the critical load corresponds to the load at which a regular occurrence of such failure along the track is observed. 
Typical Operating conditions: 
Nanoscratch instruments can be used in two different modes: (a) Indentation – Vertical testing at a single spot or (b) Scratch – Horizontal testing along a line. For most practical applications customers wish to understand the lateral frictional force and the critical load the surface can withstand before damage occurs. Typical instrument limits are given in Table 1

Table 1. 

Table 1: Typical Instrumental Limits Z Axis (Indentation) 
 X Axis (Scratch) 
 Maximum Force: 200N (unit dependent) 

 Maximum Force: 2mN 

 Load Resolution: 1nN 

 Load Resolution: 3μN 

 Load Noise Floor: <30nN 

 Load Noise floor: 10μN 

 Maximum Disp: 5μm 

 Maximum Disp.: 15μm 

 Disp. Resolution: 0.04nm 

 Disp. Resolution: 4nm 

 Disp. Noise Floor: 0.2nm 

 Disp. Noise Floor: 10nm 

 Thermal Drift: 0.05nm/sec 

 Thermal Drift: 0.05nm/sec 




Section 3 Industry Need
	· Who will use the equipment over the first 24 months of its availability?

Clearly list and name the likely industrial users of the equipment, the volume of work likely from each, and the total value of that work in the sample table provided.

Company Name
Sector 

Number of Projects (first 24 month)

Value of Projects
Company x

Company y

Food

4

5

€10,000

€50,000

Company A

Company B

Medical 

3

6

€5,000

€15,000

Applicant to delete sample text
· Describe the impact on the individual companies who will access this equipment.
(Max 2.5 pages - Verdana 10point)

Company A
Company B

Company C


	· What is its value proposition for these companies? Be specific for each industrial sector targeted as to why the companies need this equipment.


	(Max 2 pages - Verdana 10point)
Sector A
Sector B


	· What will be the impact of the proposed equipment on the local and national industry infrastructure? Particular reference should be made to the National Smart Specialisation Strategy and how the provision of this equipment is relevant to it.


	(Max 2 pages - Verdana 10point)


	· What is the likely impact of this equipment on the Research Group’s current levels of industry engagement? Do not include any ‘academic only’ interactions.

· Please discuss anticipated increase in number of projects and increased interaction with (new) companies, etc.

	(Max 2 pages - Verdana 10point)



	· Discuss the criticality of this equipment with respect to the research centre and its engagement with industry in Ireland

· How novel will the equipment be in terms of industrial access and availability in Ireland?

	(Max 2 pages - Verdana 10point)



Section 4
Institutional Commitment 
	Institutional Commitment 

	Please outline the institutional commitment to the purchase of the afore mentioned equipment to include but not be limited to the:

· Provision of satisfactory space, facilities, and other ancillary equipment

· Provision of satisfactory operational support, e.g. training of staff 
· Prioritisation of industrial work over research and teaching needs

· Identify and name who is responsible for controlling access to the equipment.
· Companies will pay the full cost of using the equipment (e.g. power, insurance, personnel, materials etc) with a reasonable margin included

	(Max 2 pages - Verdana 10point)



Section 5 Industrial Track Record / Support Base
	Industry Track Record

	Summarise the relevant Research Group’s track record of working with industry over the past 5 years with respect to the technologies / sectors the new capital equipment will support.

Provide the 3 most relevant case studies that demonstrate the research group’s capability in the relevant technology area.

	(Max 4 pages - Verdana 10point)



	Please summarise here the total number and value of industrial projects completed by the Research Group per annum since 2020

	Year
	No of Industrial Projects completed by the applicant research group
	Was project in thematic area related to the proposed equipment?
Yes/No?
	Value of Industry Projects
€
	Value of Industry Contribution to Industrial Projects
€

	2020
	
	
	
	

	2021
	
	
	
	

	2022
	
	
	
	

	2023
	
	
	
	

	2024
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	


	Please list up to 5 industrial projects which yielded the highest industry impact since 2020

	Company

Name
	Total

Project Value

€
	Funding Source(s)*


	End Date
mm/yy
	Brief Project Description


	Brief Project Outcome**

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


*State Funded (e.g. Innovation Partnership) or Direct Funded by Industry
** Issue solved for the company, new product developed, licence agreement, jobs created

	Industry Support Base 

	Please detail the companies who are expected to utilise the equipment over the next 2 years.

	Contact Name*
	Company 
	Position 
	Contact phone or email details
	Current Level of Engagement**

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


* Enterprise Ireland reserves the right to contact these individuals as part of the evaluation of this application.  

** Please specify Level 1, 2 or 3 according to Appendix 1 of this application form
Section 6 Budget

(Please ensure VAT is accounted for where applicable 

Additional funding requests will not be considered after the closing date)
REMINDER: Don’t name suppliers or use Brand names within this section. Instead provide a description of the required equipment and its functionality
Budget Table (delete sample text)
	#
	Description
	Quantity
	Budget required (Incl. VAT)

	1
	35 tonne Injection Moulding Machine
	1
	€65,000

	2
	Robot pick and place
	1
	€35,000

	3
	Offload Conveyor
	1
	€10,000

	4
	Water Chiller
	1
	€15,000

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	€125,000


Justification: (Maximum 1page Verdana 10point)
	Sample Text
35 tonne Injection Moulding Machine:  
Equipment Type: A specialist vertical injection moulding machine is needed capable of moulding various polymers with precision.   
Brief technical description: A High-speed injection system capable of 350mm/sec.  A short production cycle of 4 seconds, precision moulding capability that is very stable for Thin-wall moulding.  
Essential requirements:  Vertical loading, plug and play, integrated pick and place and seamless integration with Scada system are essential.




Where the purchase of this equipment is conditional on other sources of funding (either institutional or external) please complete the following sections.

	Institutional Contribution

	Provide details of any institutional contribution towards this equipment
	Value of Contribution €

	     

	     

	
	
	


	External Funding

	Please outline any other external sources of funding e.g. State or EU that you propose to leverage to fund this equipment.
Please indicate whether this funding has already been secured. i.e. contracts signed.

	Value of Contribution €

	     

	     

	
	
	


Notes
Completed forms should be returned to arrive by 12pm (noon) on Thursday the 4th of September 2025 to:
Email: GA-CapitalCall2025@enterprise-ireland.com
One electronic signed copy in MS Word format is required. Failure to provide the file in the correct format will deem it ineligible.
Appendix 1

Industry Support Base

Please fill out Section 5 with respect to the follow interaction levels.

	Level
	· Level of engagement of the company with Research Group

	1
	· A level 1 company is aware of the group’s expertise and facilities and potentially would benefit from further engagement.
· It has had consultations or meetings with the research team or has attended an Industry Consultation Day.
· It has intermittent contact with the research group, for example, to obtain answers to technical queries, or in the form of short project engagement with the research group (e.g. small consultancy project or a single Innovation Voucher).


	2
	· A Level 2 company has engaged the research group frequently as a source of technical knowledge.
· It has completed 2-3 small projects (e.g. Innovation Vouchers or Direct Funded Projects).
· It has attended the Industry Consultation Day & contributed to the research group’s applied research and technology themes.


	3
	· A Level 3 company has a deep relationship with the research group.

· It has completed a substantial amount of project work (e.g. 3-5 small projects such as Innovation Vouchers and/or 1-2 large projects such as Innovation Partnerships) and continues this level of engagement with the research group.
· It has been actively involved in defining the research group’s applied research and technology themes.



1
____________________________________________________________________________________
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