
 

 

Ireland is the location for Sustainable Food and 

Beverage Growth 

 

Experience in key innovative sectors 

Ireland has vibrant, export focussed business clusters in several key 

sectors including Food and Beverages. The food and beverage 

industry in Ireland is scaling significantly with all of the players from 

the growers to the processors to the support agencies all working 

from a shared blueprint called Harvest 2020, the objective being to 

increase the value of our exports and the number of jobs in the 

Agrifood Sector. In 2012, exports of food and beverage products 

from Ireland exceeded €9 billion for the first time. There is a strong 

‘can-do’attitude in the Irish Agrifood sector. Locating in Ireland will 

give you access to invaluable resources including the FoodWorks 

incubation programme, access to experienced mentors in the food 

industry and food and beverage investment syndicates allowing you 

and your start-up to ‘hit the ground running’. 

Did you know: 

• Irish livestock is predominatly grassfed and Ireland produces 

10% of the world’s infant formula export market 

• Kerry Foods is setting up a €100m Global Technology and 

Innovation Centre in Ireland, the largest such Centre across the 

Kerry Food Group  

• Production capacity to feed in excess of 30M people 

• The Foodworks Incubation programme provides an opportunity 

for entrepreneurs and early stage companies to develop their 

products, engage with top retailers across Ireland and the UK 

and access investment to grow the business 

• Enterprise Ireland invests ~ €15m in Food & Beverage client 

companies annually 

• Work with us to develop your new business in Ireland through 

www.foodworksireland.com  



 



Home to world class research and development 

facilities and expertise 

• The Irish Government has invested heavily in an ambitious 

programme to attract some of the world’s best research talent to 

new research centres focussed on topics of particular relevance to 

our key business sectors. There is also a long and respected track 

record in investments through the Department of Agriculture over 

the years. Most importantly there is a strong commercialisation and 

collaboration culture between food researchers in our universities 

and our companies and a number of supports are in place to drive 

these interactions.  

• Teagasc is home to some 300 research projects, carried out 

by 500 full time scientific and technical staff in research 
centres throughout Ireland. 

 
• The Food for Health Ireland Innovation Centre is partnering 

with the Dairy Industry to commercialise the outputs of state-

of-the art milk mining technologies 
 

• Ireland is particularly strong in food processing technologies  
food science and innovation especially ingredient 

development, food health and research especially in relation 
to nutrition, and food business and consumer science food 

safety  
 

 

Why locate in Ireland 

Ireland’s active support for globally focussed start ups has created 

an expanding group of Irish headquartered companies that have 

achieved significant success on global markets. In the food and 

beverage sector we have a 

• High-quality food ingredient supply 

• Safe, secure, regulated, quality-assured supply chain 

• World class infrastructure and strong skills base 

• 25% tax credit for R&D 

 


